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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1964. 

Population 

The  Registrar  General1  s estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
29,470  an  increase  of  710  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  537  (309  M.  228  F.)  which  was  an  increase 
of  30  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly 
18.22  which  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
computed  from  a Population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  becomes 
19*13*  compared  with  that  of  18. 4 for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 

The  number  of  stillbirths  was  3 (iM.  2F. ) and  the  corresponding  rate  was 
6.05  in  comparison  with  that  of  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  mortality  Rate 

Fifteen  infant  deaths  were  registered  nine  of  which  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age,  and  the  corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  was  27«93  compared  with 
that  of  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  oauses  of  death  were:- 

Trisomy  17/l8  disease:  Absent  Palate:  Patent 

ductus  arteriosus  - 4 weeks 

Prematurity  - 30  v/eeks 

Broncho -pneumonia:  Acrocephalo  Syndactyly  Syndrome  with 

Cleft  Palate  - 1 month 

Prematurity  (25  weeks):  Severe  Hydramnois:  Uniovular  twins  - 10  minutes 

Prematurity  (25  weeks):  Severe  Hydramnois:  Uniovular  twins  - 3 hours 

Asphyxia  due  to  Inhalation  of  Milk  Feed:  Acute  Tracheo- 

Bronchitis  - 4 months 

Convulsion  and  Cardiac  failure:  Pneumonococcal  Meningitis: 

Broncho -pneumonia:  Gross  Dehydration  with  Gastro-  Enteritis  - 4 month 

Fulminating  Layngo  Tracheo-Bronchitis  - 4 weeks 

Prematurity  (31  weeks)  - 21  hours 

Gross  abnormality  incompatible  with  life:  Mermaid  baby:  Sex  Unknown  - 1 ' 

Prematurity  (32  weeks):  Premature  Labour:  Ante-partum  haemorrhage  - 6 hour-' 

Prematurity  (28  week  pregnancy)  - 1 hour 

Pneumonia  - 1 month 

Prematurity:  24  week  Pregnancy  - 2 hours 

Prematurity:  Toxaemia  - 1 day 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i. e.  stillbirths  and 
infant  deaths  under  one  week  of  age)  is  prematurity,  asphyxia  and  atalectasis, 
birth  injuries  and  congenital  mad  formations,  and  the  chief  maternal  factor  is 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  mortality  Rate 

One  maternal  death  was  registered,  due  to  Fulminating  Toxaemia  Cf  Pregnancy 
and  Acute  Broncho-pneumonia;  the  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  I.85. 


This  was  the  first  Maternal  Death  registered  in  Ashford  since  1947* 
Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  322  (l89  M.  133  F.) 
and  the  corresponding  crude  death  rate  was  10.72,  which  after  adjustment 
by  the  Registrar  G-eneral*  s Comparability  Factor,  as  for  births,  was  reduced 
to  10.59,  compared  with  that  of  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  group  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  which  are  natural  ultimate  causes 
of  death  amongst  the  aged  and  of  these  there  were  172. 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artexyof  the  Heart  was  the  cause  of  66  (43  M.  23  F.' 
of  those  deaths  or  approximately  2($>.  in  the  following  age-groups:  4 between 
45  and  54:  16  between  55  - 64:  16  between  65  - 74:  and  30  over  75  years. 

Although  the  causative  factor  (or  factors)  is  still  obscure  these  figures  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  a degenerative  process  is  involved. 

Cancer,  as  invariably  in  previous  year,  was  the  second  highest  cause  of 
deaths,  of  which  there  were  48,  in  the  following  age-groups:  1 between  45  - 54: 

13  between  55  - 64:  11  between  65  - 74:  and  17  Over  75  years. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung,  Bronchus  was  the  cause  of  19  deaths  (l6  M.3  F.),  in 
the  following  age-groups:  1 between  45  - 54:  9 between  55  - 64:  5 between 

65  - 74:  4 over  75  years.  As  is  the  usual  pattern,  male  deaths  predominated, 

the  approximate  ratio  having  been  5 to  1 , and  this  ratio  may  be  correlated  to 
the  ratio  of  male  to  female  cigarette  smokers. 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous,  and  there  was  no  death 
from  any  of  the  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases 

None  of  the  more  serious  Infectious  Diseases  was  notified,  apart  from  one 
case  of  Meningococcal  Infection. 

Preventive  vaccination  and  immunisation  and  specific  treatment  wdth  the 
Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics  have  reflected  the  great  advance  of  modern 
medical  scienbfe. 

Measles; 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified  in  contrast  with  882  in  the  previous  year  . 
This  illustrates  the  usual  pattern  of  outbreaks  occurring  every  second  year 
when  a sufficient  number  of  susceptible  children  has  aggregated. 

It  is  equivocal  whether  this  infection  should  today  be  statutorily 
notifiable,  as,  per  se,  it  is  not  a serious  disease  and  its  more  dangerous 
complications  of  former  years  appear  to  become  less  and  less  frequent,  apart 
from  the  fact  that  the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics  are  usually  specific  in 
treatment,  excepting  Acute  Encephalitis.  During  outbreaks  Or  epidemics, 
Practitioners  have  little,  if  any  time,  to  waste  in  the  completion  of  these 
notification  forms  and  this  applies  also  to  Office  Staffs  involved  in 
unnecessary  clerical  work  and  disbursement  of  fees. 

Whooping  Cough 

Twenty-three  of  this  distressing  children’ s disease  were  notified.  Since 
the  vaccination  scheme  has  been  established,  a barrier  has  been  created  against 
outbreaks  and  the  majority  of  children  who  contract  the  disease  have  usually 
not  been  vaccinated. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Eleven  cases  were  notified.  All  were  relatively  mild  and  were  treated 
at  home.  Its  more  serious  complications  which  were  common  in  former  years 
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are  now  comparatively  infrequent,  although  occasionally  Acute  Nephritis  occurs 
unexpectedly. 

Dysentery  (Shigella  sonnei) 

Eight  caseg,  of  ths  intestinal  infection  were  notified.  The  chief 
presenting  sign  is  diarrhoea  for  several  days  with  or  without  blood.  The 
illness  is  usually  mild  and  many  patients  do  not  consult  their  Practitioners; 
for  this  reason  the  carrier  state  is  widespread  and  neglect  of  personal  hygiene, 
for  example  the  simple  precaution  of  washing  hands  aftqr  toilet  and  before  meals, 
is  the  ohief  cause  of  infection. 

Erysipelas 

One  case  of  this  infection  of  the  skin  was  notified.  Prior  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics  which  are  specific  in  treatment, 
this  was  a serious  disease  and  was  the  cause  of  many  deaths. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

One  case  was  notified  but  the  patient  made  a complete  recovery.  This 
infection  which  was  common  in  this  District  during  the  last  war  owing  to  the 
influx  of  troops  is  now  relatively  infrequent. 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Five  cases  of  this  illness  were  notified.  Including  the  secondary 
Pneumonias  which  are  not  notifiable,  there  were  twelve  deaths  in  the  following 
age-groups.  1 under  one  year:  4 between  65  - 74 * 7 over  75  years.  The 

majority  of  deaths  were  over  65  and  75  years,  and  Pneumonia  is  a common  terminal 
cause  of  death  amongst  the  aged. 

Tuberculosis 


It  ie  noteworthy  to  record  that  no  new  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
was  notified,  which  is  a merited  tribute  to  all  the  agencies  concerned  in  the 
prolonged  war  against  this  disease,  which  was  once  well-named  'The  White  Plague'. 

One  new  case  of  non-Re spir at ory  Tuberculosis  (Renal)  was  notified,  in  the 
age-group  25  - 34  years. 

That  there  was  only  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  age-group 
65-74  years,  is  a reflection  Of  the  efficaciousness  of  modern  treatment. 

In  conclusion,  in  my  opinion,  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  throughout 
the  year  was  satisfactory,  and  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  for  your  interest  in  and  support  of  the  Department  and  also  the 
staff  for  their  very  efficient  service. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL  M.B. , Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
1 4,  Church  Road, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 


(Tel:  No:  Ashford  1485) 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  A'TD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  1964 

AREA:  5,719  acres 


REGISTRAR -GENERAL*  S ESTIMATE  OF 

The  Resident  Population  ...  29,470 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  ACCORDING- 

TO  THE  RATE  BOOKS  (1-4-65)  " £9,817 

NUMBER  OF  BUSINESS  PREMISES  £1,185 


RATEABLE  VALUE  (1-4-65)  £1,159,921 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A PENNY  RATE  £4,800 

" (1-4-64) 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Ashford  is  both  an  agricultural  and  an  industrial  town  and  a business 
and  shopping  centre  for  the  large  rural  community  which  surrounds  it.  It 
merits  importance  by  containing  the  largest  agricultural  market  in  Kent  and 
in  having  a railway  junction  where  five  lines  converge,  associated  with  which 
is  a Carriage  and  Wagon  Works,  and  Electrical  Carriage  Repair  and  Inspection 
Shops.  There  are  a constantly  increasing  number  of  Factories,  including 
Tyre  Works,  Iron  Foundry,  Printing  Works,  Agricultural  and  Vehicle  Repair 
Shops,  Flour  Mills,  Light  and  Electrical  Engineering,  Ordnance  Depot,  Bread, 
Cereal  Products  and  Jam  Factory,  a large  Food  Processing  and  Dried  Foods 
Factory,  a Cosmetic  Manufacturer,  a Perfumery,  Glass  Scientific  Instrument 
Firm,  Furniture  Makers  and  Plastics  Manufacturer,  Plating  and  Rubber  moulding 
firms. 

Light  industry  is  coming  to  the  district  in  concert  with  the 
absorption  into  the  town  6f  London  ’overspill*.  There  is  virtually  no 
unemployment  in  the  area. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Ashford 

England 

Urban 

and 

Total 

Ik 

District 

Wales 

1 • Live  Births 

537 

309 

228 

Birth  Rate 

18,22 

18.4 

(a)  Legitimate 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

493 

277 

216 

estimated 

Rate 

resident 

19.13) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

44 

32 

12 

population 

2.  Stillbirths 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  total 

6.05 

16.3 

(a)  Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

(live  and 

(b)  Illegitimate 

still)  births 

1 

— 

1 

3.  Total  live  and  still  births 

540 

310 

230 

A.  Deaths 

322 

189 

133 

Death  rate 

10.92 

11.3 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

Rate 

population 

10.59) 

5.  Deaths  from  Pregnancv. 

1 

- 

1 

Rate  per 

1.87 

Not 

Childbirth,  Abortion. 

1 ,000  (live 
and  still) 

Available 

births 

6.  Deaths  of  Infants  under 

15 

12 

3 

Rate  per 

27.53 

20.0 

One  Year  of  Age 

1 ,000  live 
births 

(a)  Legitimate 

12 

10 

2 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  live 
births 
(legitimate) 

24.34 

(b)  Illegitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  live 
births 

68.18 

( illegitimate) 

7.  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four 

9 

9 

Rate  per 

16.76 

14.2 

Weeks  of  Age 
(a)  Legitimate 

1 ,000  live 
births 

7 

7 

- 

(b)  Illegitimate 

2 

2 

- 

8,  Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total 

live  births 

8.lS^o 

9.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

48 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and.  Diarrhooa  (all  ages) 


1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


DURING  1 96A 


ALL  CAUSES 

Males 

189 

Female 

133 

s 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• ft  • 

t • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

• ft  ft 

• • • 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

• ft  ft 

• • • 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

• ft  ft 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

• • • 

• • t 

• • • 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

• ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

• • • 

16 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

« • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

12 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

1 6. 

Diabetes 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

28 

28 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

43 

23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

4 

• 

o 

CM 

Other  Heart  Disease 

ft  • ft 

• • • 

• • t 

13 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

7 

22. 

Infleunza 

1 • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

7 

. 
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CM 

Bronchitis 

• • ft 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

• • • 

• • • 

• • t 

1 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

• • • 

• • • 

• • » 

2 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • ft 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

. 

CM 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

• • ft 

• • • 

• • • 

16 

12 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• • ft 

• • • 

- 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

• • ft 

• • # 

• • • 

7 

5 

35. 

Suicide 

• ft  ft 

• • • 

• • ft 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

- 

’ 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR,  196^ 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1^64 


- 9 - 


u 

0 

+3 

co 

•H 

b£ 

0 

c 

o 

co 

0 

CO 


1 

eSI 


co 

X! 

-P 

cd 

0 

Q 


co 

0 

co 

cd 

o 

£ 

0 


i> 

u 

o 

Id 

•H 
I i Pj 
Cl  0 

O!  0 


p. 

co 

0 

Pd 


P 

o 

-p 

cd 
U 
•H 
l ! P4 

P w 

o|  0 

SiPd 


p 

o 

Id 

u 

•H 

P-1 

co 

0 

Ph 


nd 

o 

•rt 

P 

0, 

P-. 

0_ 

■^1 


P>4 


P4 


BBS 


P‘4 


P‘4 


ft 


P‘4 


VO 

CM 


co 


00 

ov 


LTV 


I I I ! ( I | I 


I I I I I I 


I t I I I I I I I I 


I I I I I I I I 


I I 


I I I I 


I I 


t I 


I | I 

I 


i 


I I 


I I 


rH 

cd 

-P 

o 

E H 


0 

'O 


£ 

ft 

2 


lCY  LOi  LT*  LPi  LT\  LP\  LO, 
v-  (M  K\  -4-  IXi  VO 


CO 

C 

O 
•H 
-P 
cd 

i — I 

S C\J 


0 

Pd 

"^cO 
•rl 
CO 
O 
r— I 
P 
O 

p 

0 

■§ 

Eh 

ft 

O 

a 

o 

•H 

•P 

a 

0 

£ 


M 

a 

o 

•H 

4» 

O 

0 

co 


vo 

crs 


co 

<& 

m <r3 
P 0 
0 -H 

§'3 

ft  -p 

o 

© c 
> 
o 

X> 


0 

0 

cd  x> 


0 

X! 

-p 

X! 

•P 

•H 


•P 
O 
P 

*0 
cd 
X! 

O 

0 X! 
O 3 

a -p 
t3  P 
P 0 
O -H 
O P> 
o cd 
cd  ft 

•S  * 

ft 

& ° 
CO 
•H 
CO 
0)  O 

rC  r~i 

p 3 
O 

to  u 

.5 0 


-p 


>5  O 
P P 
03  ft  rd 

S J9 

0 -p 

O cd 
0 0 
P ad 


0 

cd 

£ 

P 

o 

■H 

-P 

O 

cd 

o 

£5 


Q 

O 

P 

ft 

W) 

£ 

•rl 

P 

0 

<+4 

I* 

CO 


- 10  - 


IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  immunisation  and 
whooping  cough  immunisation  figures  for  1964  based  on  the  returns 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Year  of  Birth 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(Singly  or  in  combination) 

(Singly  or  in  combination) 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

1964 

199 

- 

199 

1963 

281 

- 

276 

1962 

26 

263 

25 

1961 

6 

74 

5 

I960 

3 

18 

2 

1955  - 1959 

14 

245 

5 

1950  - 1954 

- 

3 

- 

Total 

529 

603 

512 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


PRIMARY  VACCINATION 

RE -VACCINATION 

1 YEAR 

SCHOOL  ACE  BUT  UNDER  8 YEARS 

209 

1 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


Year 

! 

3rd  and  4th  Dose 
(Salk  and  Oral) 

3 Orals 

(Complete  Course) 

1964 

- 

54 

1963 

9 

348 

1962 

1 

61 

1961 

1 

30 

1949  - I960 

363 

34 

1933  - 1948 

7 

16 

Others 

4 

7 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT 


1 . Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Fublic  Health  Laboratory  Service  which  is  directed  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  situated  in  F'reston  Hall  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone,  and  provides  valuable  services  on  behalf  of  the 
Public  Health  Departments  of  District  Councils.  For  example,  samples  of  water, 
milk,  ice  cream  and  other  food-stuffs  are  regular^  examined,  and  in  relation 
to  Infectious  Diseases  their  bacteriological  reports  are  of  great  value. 

The  local  G-eneral  Hospitals  also  have  their  own  Laboratories,  which 
provide  valuable  services  to  the  other  local  Hospitals,  to  the  Consultants  and 
to  the  Practitioners. 

2.  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 

The  County  Council  administers  this  service  throughout  Kent  A n.;,v 
Ambulance  Station  at  Silverhill  Road,  7/illesborough  was  opened  in  April,  19&2, 
where  five  ambulances  and  four  sitting-case  cars  are  garaged.  The  ambulance 
personnel  numbers  one  Station  Officer  and  twenty-one  Driver/Attendants,  supplement 
by  St.  John  Brigade  and  Hospital  Car  Driver  volunteers,  whose  devotion  to  duty 
merits  appreciation. 

3.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

All  maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  and  Dental  Clinics  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  in  Ashford :- 

( i)  Station  Road 

This  is  the  central  and  chief  clinic  and  is  contained  in  an  ’ad  hoc1 
building.  The  outlying  clinics  are  complementary.  Sessions  are  held  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week  from  2.0  p. m. 

( ii)  Women1 s Institute  Hall,  Church  Road,  North  Willesborough 
Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  on  alternate  Fridays. 

( iii)  Women1 s Institute  Hall,  Faversham  Road,  Kennington 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Vifednesdays  of  each  month. 

( iv)  St.  Francis  Hall,  Cryol  Road,  South  Ashford 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  3th  ’Wednesdays  of  each 
month. 

School  Medical  Service  Clinics 

The  following  clinics  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  held  at  the  main 
Station  Road  Clinic. 

(a)  Dental  Clinic 

(b)  Ophthalmic  Clinic 

(c)  Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

(d)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  - This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital,  is 
administered  by  the  Regional  Hospitals  Boards  and  appointments  are  made  by  the 
County  Fublic  Health  Department  on  behalf  of  school-children.  It  is  held  on 
the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  at  2 p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 


This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Wednesdays  10-11  a.m. 
(females)  11  - 12  noon  (males)  and  Fridays  2 - 3 p.m.  (females)  3 * 4 p-u* 
(males) . 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  from 
9.30  a.m. 

Chiropody  Service,  British  Legion  House,  Church  Road,  Ashford. 

This  service  is  provided  for  men  over  65  years  and  women  over  60  years, 
for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  for  expectant  mothers,  and  the  clinic 
is  held  on  Monday  afternoons  and  all  day  on  Thursdays. 

Hospitals 

(a)  Ashford  General  - accommodation  113  beds 

(b)  Willesborough  General  - accommodation  134  beds 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases  - accommodation  16  cubicle  beds  (including  cots) 
Private  Nursing  Homes 

There  is  one  registered  private  Nursing  Home  which  accommodates 
nine  chronic  sick  patients. 

Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services 

The  County  Council  also  administers  these  services.  On  the  local  staff, 
there  are  six  full-time  and  three  part-time  Home  Nurse/Midwives  who  are 
engaged  in  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Nursing  and  in  the  Home  Nursing  of  the 
sick.  The  standard  of  service  given  by  the  Nurses  is  excellent  and  there 
is  complete  co-operation  between  them  and  the  Practitioners.  The  majority 
of  patients  nursed  in  their  homes  are  elderly  and  chronic  sick,  many  of 
whom  are  awaiting  beds  in  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  which  are  still  inadequate 
to  cope  with  the  waiting  list. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

This  service  is  also  administered  by  the  County  Council.  There  are 
four  Child  Welfare  Centres  within  the  District,  which  are  conveniently 
situated  for  mothers,  and  the  attendances  are  well  maintained.  The  value 
of  these  Clinics  is  reflected  in  the  gradually  falling  Infant  Mortality  rate 
in  the  District.  Every  baby  brought  to  the  Clinic  is  regularly  examined 
and  weighed  to  ensure  that  no  unsuspected  defects  exist  and  that  growth 
is  normal  and  vigorous.  The  sale  of  essential  foods  and  vitamin  complements 
at  cost  price  is  also  of  value  to  mothers.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
and  Whooping  Cough  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  are 
also  available  at  these  clinics. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service,  the  Family  Care  Service,  Evening  and  Night 
Attendant  Service  and  the  Family  Welfare  Service 

(a)  The  Domestic  Help  Service  of  the  County  Council  has  become  a very  import 
health  service  in  the  home  and  the  calls  on  this  service  are  still  rapidy 
expanding.  The  service  is  administered  peripherally  by  Area  and  Local 
Domestic  Help  Organisers.  In  this  District  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  enlist  Domestic  Helps  who  are.  paid  at  the  rate  of  4 /3fd.  per  hour 
and  there  is  a sliding  scale  of  charges  based  on  the  family  income  of  the 
applicant,  the  maximum  charges  being  3/4d.  per  hour  in  the  town  and  5/3d. 
in  the  country,  and  the  minimum  charge  5/~  per  week,  which  is  re-imbursed  by 
the  National  Assistant  Board  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  majority  of  those  who  benefit  from  the  service  are  the  aged  and  infiir 
and  chronic  sick.  Regard,  however,  should  be  give  to  the  fact  that  many 
would  degenerate  into  Chronic  Sick  Hospital  cases  without  this  service,  where  ; 
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maintenance  costs  would  far  exceed  the  cost  of  domestic  help.  The 
Service  is  also  of  great  value  to  lying-in  mothers  and  to  those  mothers, 
who  are  discharged  from  Hospital  following  operations,  and  others  suffering 
from  miscellaneous  illnesses.  The  service  relieves  anxiety  and  stress  in  the 
home  particularly  where  there  are  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  aids 
the  recovery  of  the  mother  from  illness. 

(b)  The  Family  Care  Service 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  this  service,  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
children,  particularly  those  under  five  years  of  age,  to  expensive 
Children*  s Institutions  from  families  in  which  the  mother  was  absent  from 
home  through  severe  illness,  death,  estrangement,  desertion  or  separation 
or  other  cause.  The  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  and  care  for  the 
children  v/hilst  the  father  is  at  work  and  the  Family  lie"!  p may  be  required 
to  reside  in  the  home.  The  maximum  period  of  help  is  for  three . months, 
during  which  period  the  father  is  expected  to  make  permanent  arrangements 
for  the  care  of  his  children.  This  is  a valuable  service  and  although 
there  is  only  a small  number  of  families  who  require  this  help,  expensive 
institutional  maintenance,  particularly  v/here  there  is  a large  number  of 
children  in  one  family,  is  obviated. 

(c)  Evening  Attendant  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  to  old  people  living  alone 
but  who  do  not  require  more  help  than  half  to  one  hour’s  atl  ention  before 
retiring  for  the  night.  The  number  of  old  people  v;ho  require  this  service 
is,  however,  not  considerable. 

(d)  Eight  Attendant  Service 

This  service  provides  for  people  of  all  ages  who  are  seriously  ill 
and  live  alone.  The  helpers  go  at  10  p.m.  and  stay  until  6 a. m.  the 
following  morning,  and  attend  each  night,  including  Sunday,  until  the  patient 
recovers  or  dies  or  is  removed  to  hospital.  Assistance  is  also  given  for 
several  nights  to  relatives  who  are  unable  to  stay  every  night  throughout. 

This  service  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  old  people  living  alone, 
most  of  whom  have  strong  nostalgic  attachments  to  their  homes. 

(e)  Family  Welfare  Service 

This  domestic  help  service  was  introduced  by  the  County  Council  to 
help  the  so-called  Problem  Families,  the  objectives  being  threefold; 
to  raise  the  standard  of  living  of  these  families,  to  improve  the  standard  of 
Child  Care,  and  to  prevent  the  break-up  of  the  family. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 • Y/ater  Supply 

The  water  supply  within  the  Urban  District  up  to  the  1st  October,  1964 
was  provided  by  two  under-takings,  viz.  by  Ashford  Urb.-.r  District  Council 
and  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company.  The  Council  were  the  undertakers 
supplying  water  for  Central  and  South  Ashford  and  North  erf  Qouth  Vvillesborough. 
The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  supplied  Kennington  and  the  Sarfy burst  Lane  area. 

On  1 st  October  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  took  over  completely  and  became  the 
sole  statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  whole  district. 

Ashford  Urban  District  Council  Undertakings  - Supplies  were  obtained  from  the 
following  three  sources: - 

(i)  Westwell 


There  remain  two  gravel-screen  bore  holes  in  serviceable  condition  each 
with  pumping  plant  installed  capable  of  extracting  10,000  gallons  per  hour 
from  each  bore-hole.  A softening  plant  (Clark' s process)  is  in  operation 
here.  The  water  is  pumped  by  an  electrically-driven  pump  to  a covered 
reservoir  (capacity  1 ,000,000  gallons)  at  Potter' s Corner,  from  where  it  enters 
the  supply  network.  The  source  affords  a stand-by  potential  supply. 

( ii)  Hen  wood 

This  supply  comes  from  four  wells  with  interconnecting  adits,  approximately 
40  feet  deep.  From  the  electrically  driven  pumps  the  water  is  pumped  into 
the  supply  network  and  a surplus  Would  be  diverted  into  the  reservoir  at 
Potter' s Corner.  Extraction  from  this  source  has  ceased  but  it  is  maintained 
in  serviceable  condition  as  an  emergency  supply. 

. ater  extracted  from  these  sources  is  arranged  to  be  chlorinated  by  fully 
automatic  means  as  an  added  safeguard  to  the  public  health.  A proposal  to 
add  fluorides  to  the  public  supply  has  not  been  proceded  with. 

( iii)  G-odmershan  (Bulk  Supply) 

A 15"  trunk  main  provides  bulk  supply  into  the  town  distribution  system 
from  the  Mid-Kent  Watei-  Company*  o source  at  G-odmersham. 

The  G-odmersham  source  is  described  below  under  the  heading  'The  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company'.  About  1,200,000  gallons  of  water  daily  were  being  taken 
from  this  supply. 

Samples 


By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  have  been  taken  from  the  sources,  reservoirs  and 
points  on  the  distribution  network  at  the  rate  of  normally  eight  each  month 
from  the  Ashford  Urban  District  Council' s own  supplies  and  one  from  the  Mid- 
Kent  Water  Company's  supply  network  in  the  district.  Samples  for  chemical 
analysis  are  also  taken  before  and  after  treatment  from  the  three  local  source-: 
at  quarterly  intervals.  From  1 st  October  sampling  has  been  confined  to  the 
distribution  system.  The  Mid-Kent  Y/ater  Company  take  three  samples  monthly 
from  the  sources  of  their  supplies  to  the  district. 

Houses  connected  to  public  mains 

9,81 6 houses  are  connected  to  the  public  mains,  leaving  only  one  house 
(in  Blackwall  Road)  known  not  to  be  connected. 
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Examination  of  S ample s taken  during  the  Year 


. 

Bacteriological  Examination 

C hemic  al  Exam  ? n at 1 on 

o 

. 

o 

Satis- 

Not  Satis- 

No.  of 

Satis-  ’ 

Not  Satis-* 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Statutorv  Supply 
Undertakings 

(a)  Ashford  U.D.C. 

82  T 

82  T 

8 T 

8 T 

— i 

7 R 

7 R 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Mid-Kent  W/S 

31  T 

31  T 

- 

2 T 

T 

Private  Sources  piped 
to  dwellings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  private  Sources 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T.  = Treated  R.  = Raw 


The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company 

(i)  Barham 

This  water  is  taken  from  the  chalk,  the  well  Being  about  200  feet  deep. 

It  is  pumped  to  Hastingleigh  reservoir  (capacity  500,000  gallons)  from  where  it 
reaches  the  Kennington  supply  network. 

( ii)  Charing 

This  water  is  obtained  from  the  greensand  and  the  borings  are  approximately 
160  feet  deep.  It  is  pumped  to  Fairbourne  and  Charing  Hill  Reservoirs  (capacity 
1,000,000  and  283,500  gallons  respectively).  These  reservoirs  afford  a subsidiary 
or  auxiliary  supply  to  Kennington. 

(iii)  G-odmersham 

The  water  source  is  from  two  24"  borings  into  the  chalk  (each  200  feet  deep) 
with  an  authorised  extraction  of  up  to  3 million  gallons  per  day.  The  water  is 
pumped  to  Kennington  supply  network  and  the  trunk  main  connected  to  the  Ashford 
supply.  It  also  serves  Batchelor's  Foods  Factory  water  tower  (l 00,000  gallons 
capacity)  and  some  water  is  boosted  to  the  Hastingleigh  reservoir.  A million 
gallon  covered  service  reservoir  on  the  downs  near  G-odmersham  is  a balance  reservoir 
and  supplies  by  gravity  when  the  G-odmersham  Station  is  shut  down. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  (including  Flats)  is  ...  9,817 

Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  ...  9 ,5&7 

Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  ...  250 

G-ood  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  construction  of  the  new  sev;age  dispota. 
works  at  Bybrook,  the  pumping  station  and  auxilliary  works.  The  works  were  put  into 
partial  operation  and  a satisfactory  effluent  obtained. 

Swimming  Bath 

Thh  Public  Swimming  Bath  is  break-point  chlorinated  and  residual  chlorine  is 
maintained  up  to  2 p.p.m.  Additions  cf  soda  ash  are  made  to  reduce  aciditjr  in  the 
water  so  as  to  avoid  eye  effects  etc. 

The  water  is  purified  by  means  of  a rapid  sand  filtration  plant  with  a 
twelve-hour  turn-over  period.  The  bath  (lOO  x 25  yds.)  has  a capacity  of 
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of  600,000  gallons. 

The  warm  summer  and  autumn  meant  increased  popularity  and  use  of  the 
baths,  the  figures  of  swimmers  (including  Club  Nights)  increased  , %-2 

(1963)  to  34-, 576  for  1964. 

Samples  of  the  water  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
satisfactory  in  each  case.  These  samples  were  taken  at  time  of  maximum 
use. 

An  offer  was  made  to  both  private  and  County  Council  schoo..e  who  have 
swimming  pools  for  samples  to  be  taken  of  their  bath  water  so  chat  a check 
on  the  effectiveness  Of  water  sterilization  methods  could  be  made  available 
to  them.  Only  one  private  school  declined  to  co-operate.  The  water 
treatment  arrangements  at  the  'plastic'  pool  at  Kennington  Primary  School 
and  the  new  permanent  Boys  Grammar  School  bath  both  functioned  very 
satisfactory.  Whilst  swimming  baths  afford’  such  healthy  exercise  to 
youngsters,  the  proper  control  of  the  water  treatment  is  essential  and  must 
be  carefully  maintained  after  the  first  flush  of  interest  has  passed  by. 

3*  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  number  Of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  was  as  follows :- 


Bugs 

Fleas 

Cockroaches 

Council  Houses 

- 

4 

7 

Other  Houses 

- 

4 

1 

Other  Premises 

- 

- 

14 

The  downward  trend  of  vermin  infestation  continued.  In  spite  of 
a good  summer  only  twenty-eight  wasps  nests  were  destroyed.  The  arrangement 
with  the  Hospital  Board  whereby  the  Department  provides  a disinfestation 
service  for  the  two  General  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  proceeded 
satisfactory. 

As  in  previous  recent  years  selected  parts  of  nine  school  buildings 
of  the  Education  Authority  were  treated  to  afford  a persisting  fly  control. 
Effective  fly  control  at  the  Councils  Refuse  Tip  at  Chilmington  was 
maintained  and  each  week  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  sprayed 
with  a persistent  insecticide  during  the  fly  breeding  season. 

The  dustbin  hire  scheme  continued  with  beneficial  effects.  The 
number  of  bins  on  hire  had  risen  to  467  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


6.  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


Instances  where  rodent  control  work  was  carried  out  are  detailed  below. 
Domestic  premises  receive  a free  service. 

(A)  Total  Premises 

Local 

Dwellings 

All  Agricultural 

Inspected  as  Result 

Authority 

( incl. . 

Other 

Council) 

( 1 ) NOTIFICATION 

3 (8) 

131  (73) 

38  (33) 

“ (-) 

No.  found  Rats 

1 (4) 

94  (48) 

18  (17) 

- (-) 

infested 

Mice 

2 (2) 

33  (33) 

20  (20) 

“ (-) 

( 2)  SURVEY 

18  (26) 

73  (33) 

19  (16) 

1 (1) 

No.  found  Rats 

18  (24) 

34  (23) 

11  (9) 

1 (1) 

infested 

B 

Mice 

- (1) 

13  (10) 

7 (11) 

- (-) 
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Total  Premises 

Local 

Dwellings 

All 

Agricultural 

Inspected  as 

Authority 

( incl 

Other 

Result. 

Counc il) 

(3)  OTHERWISE 

INSPECTED 

- (-) 

- (5) 

1 (3) 

- (-) 

j 

No.  found  Rats 

- (-) 

- (1) 

- (-) 

(-) 

Infe sted 

Mice 

- (-) 

- (4) 

1 (3) 

■ (-)  1 

(B)  Total  No. 

! 

Visits  Rats 

104  (161) 

492  (321) 

119  (92) 

3 (4' 

i 

Mice 

8 (13) 

200  (l6l) 

104  (131  ) - K ) 

(C)  Infestations 

Treated  Rats 

49  (28) 

143  ( 62) 

29  (22) 

1 (2) 

by  L.A. 

Mice 

2 (5) 

63  (37) 

27  (30) 

- (-) 

(For  comparative  purposes  last  years  figures  are  given  in  brackets) 


Infestations  by  rats  showed  an  increase  but  not  a serious  one  (and  no  more 
than  can  be  accounted  for  by  weather  conditions)  and  were  noticeably  occurring 
on  the  town  fringes.  ho  'major'  infestations  occurred.  'Block  Control' 
measures  were  taken  embracing  fifty-nine  properties  in  efforts  to  secure  complete 
eradication. 

The  towns  sewerage  system  was  tested  and  treated  in  tne  spring,  and 
treated  again  in  the  autumn.  By  this  means  the  infestation  of  the  sewers  is 
minimised.  Until  the  countryside  is  systematically  cleared  of  rats  I see  no 
alternative  to  continued  measures  against  rats  in  urban  areas. 

7*  Clean  Air  Act 

During  the  year  thirteen  notifications  of  proposals  to  install  furnaces 
were  received  - all  were  oil  burning  furnaces.  One  formal  and  one  informal  notice 
were  served  concerning  smoke  emissions  but  in  the  light  of  the  co-operation 
received  no  reoource  to  proceedings  was  necessary. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  continuous  monitoring  of  the  smoke  and  sulphur  burden  of  the  air  in 
the  centre  of  Ashford  continued  from  the  Regents  Place  Recording  Station.  The 
results  obtained  are  typical  of  a domestic  smoke  problem  as  opposed  to  pollution 
from  industrial  sources.  Unfortunately  domestic  smoke  is  the  more  dangerous 
and  is  emitted  at  lower  levels.  There  is  no  indication  that  smoke  control  areas 
would  be  justified  at  this  stage  and  the  Council  have  endeavoured  to  assist 
by  proposing  that  any  heating  appliances  provided  in  conjunction  with  discretionary 
improvement  grants  should  be  those  capable  of  burning  hard  coke.  Unfortunately , 
although  in  smoke  control  areas  grant r,  are  made  for  installation  of  off-peak 
electricity  units,  gas  fires,  oil-  even  a modest  allowance  towards  central  heating 
this  does  not  apply  to  discretionary  improvements  grants  (nor  to  standard  grants;. 

The  results  of  the  years  observations  compare  favourably  with  those  for 
Aylesbury,  Crayford  and  Friern  Barnet  which  have  been  selected  as  fairly  compare.!'" 
The  indications  continue  to  be  that  the  level  of  pollution  locally  is  low, 
though  mainly  from  the  domestic  chimney.  In  view  of  the  low  height  of  such 
discharges  and  the  higher  densities  now  to  be  achieved  (especially  in  Council 
development)  it  becomes  desirable  for  a second  recording  station  to  be  put  up 
in  the  South  Ashford  area  when  a suitable  opportunity  arises. 

8.  Noise 


No  intractable  problems  uf  noise  nuisance  presented  themselves.  Nuisance 
from  a noisy  mill  exhaust  was  completely  cured  in  the  case  of  one  factory. 
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One  happy  result  of  th©  reduction  in  numbers  of  milk  -vendors  was 
that  they  were  able  to  cone  to  an  agreement  for  a later  start  in  the 
mornings. 

Several  warnings  had  to  be  given  to  itinerant  ice  cream  vendors  as 
to  restriction  placed  on  their  use  of  chimes  by  the  Noise  Abatement  Act, 
The  problem  here  seems  partly  one  of  a frequent  change  of  personnel  dr i vie 
the  vans. 


9.  Analysis  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  Visits 

(but  excluding  work  carried  out  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Rail 

Premises  Act.) 


Inspections 


Dwellings  re  repairs  ... 

Number  of  dwellings  made  fit 
Dwellings  re  Demolition  & Closing  Orders 
Clearance  Areas  ... 

General  Survey  and  assessment  ... 

Improvement  Grant  s ... 

Multilets  . . . 

Multilet  Survey 

Overcrowding,  survey  ... 

Housing,  adequacy  of  ... 

Dustbins  . . . 

Drainage  . . . 

Water  supply  ... 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  ... 

Certificate  as  to  Remedying  of  Defects 
Miscellaneous  Rent  Act  ... 


Food 


• • • 
• • 


Abattoir  . . . 

Bakehouses  ... 

Butchers  ... 

Catering  establishment  and  clubs  ... 

Dairies  ... 

Fish  ( incl.  fried)  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  . 

Stalls,  itinerant  vendors  and  delivery  vans 
All  ether  food  premises  ...  . 

Registered  premises  under  Sec.  16  included  in  above 
Food  Inspection  and  Sampling  ... 

(Additional  ’Corned  Beef*  etc.  enquiries 


• * 
• • 


Factories  and  Shops 

Factories  with  power 
Factories  non-power 
Workplaces 
Outworkers 
Shops  Act  (hours) 

General 


Rats  and  mice  destruction 
Other  vermin 
Dirty  houses 
Offensive  accumulation 
Offensive  odours 


436 

68 

77 

102 

43 

132 

119 

58 

1 

87 

4 

301 

144 

3 

1 

1 


507 

8 

91 

106 

50 

32 

43 

118 

176 

88 

347 

95 


52 

4 

54 

16 

3 


64 

42 

19 

61 

36 


General  (Contd.) 


Nuisances  from  keeping  animals 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Caravans 

Aged  and  infirm  persons 
Infectious  Diseases 
Food  Poisoning 
Noise 

Agriculture  safety  and  welfare 
Smoke  abatement  - observations 
visits 

Air  Monitoring 

Fireguards  (Heating  Appliances) 
Miscellaneous 

Improvements  and  Repairs  Effected 
House  Repairs 


(a)  External 

Chimney  stacks 
Roofw 

G-utters  and  fall  pipes 
Brickwork,  pointing  and  rendering 
Windows  ( incl.  cords) 

Doors 

Decorations 
Outbuildings 
Yard  surfacing 

(b)  Internal 

Plasterwork  (walls  and  ceilings) 
Doors  and  cupboards 
Fireplaces  and  stoves 
Staircases 

Floors  (incl.  u. f.v.) 
Miscellaneous 

Dampness  Remedied 

Walls 

Floors 

Foodstore 


Made  satisfactory 
Provided 

Water  Supply 

Leaks  repaired 
Piping  renewed 
Sinks  renewed 

Drainers  renewed  or  provided 
Hot  Water  Supply 

Water  Closets 

Repaired 
New  provided 

Ventilation 


Improved 
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7*  Natural  Lighting 
Improved 

8.  Drainage 

Drains  renewed  or  repaired 
Drains  cleared 

9.  Stability  Remedied 
10.  Dustbins  renewed 

1 1 « Dirty  Premises 

12.  Nuisance  from  Keening  of  Animals 

13.  Smoke  Nuisance 


• • • 


• ••  • • • • • • 


• ••  •••  t • • 


• ••  •••  ••• 


•••  •••  • ♦ • 


• • • • • t ••• 


23 

11 

1 

3 

1 

1 


FACTORIES  ACTS.  1957 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

on  Reg- 

Inspect- 

Written 

Occupiers 

ister 

ions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

i) 

Factories  in  which  Section  1 , 
2,3, k,  and  6,  are  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

28 

1U 

ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

142 

10 

iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers  premises) 

14 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

184 

- 

11 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

No.  of  cases 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

in  which  Prosec- 

tor 

tor 

utions  were 
Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oyercrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

4 

Jf 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

mm 

mmm 

Sanitary  Convenience 

( a)  Insufficient 

5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

4 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  eparate  for  sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

8 

3 

Total 

19 

17 

- 

1 

- 

OUTWORKERS  - There  are  eleven  Outworkers  in  the  district 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

In  order  to  effectively  apply  this  new  legislation  it  was  necessary 
to  make  huilding-to -building  inspections  in  the  case  of  the  town  centre. 

No  serious  diff iculties  in  applying  requirements  were  found,  many  good 
employers  already  had  standards  for  their  staff  better  than  the  minimum 
standard  prescribed  for,  and  in  such  cases  any  shortcomings  were  generally 
of  a technical  nature.  The  co-operation  of  employers  has  been  sought 
at  this  stage  and  informal  notification  made  where  necessary.  It  is 
unhappily  a fact  that  the  need  for  this  legislation  has  been  clearly  shown 
in  a number  of  instances. 

Most  of  the  Act  came  into  operation  from  1 st  August  and  the  statistics 
which  arecorded  below  relate  to  the  first  five  months  working  of  the  Act. 


Number  of  Premises  Registered 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

' G-eneral' 
Inspections 

Off ioes 

120 

79 

Shops 

229 

135 

Wholesalers 

20 

6 

Catering 

23 

14 

Fuel  Depot 

1 

393 

234 

(Total  visits  328) 

Total  Persons  Employed  and  No.  of  Females 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Office 

Shop 

Whole- 

Cater- 

Canteen 

Fuel 

Total 

Total 

Work 

Work 

sale 

"Work 

S.D. 

All 

Female 

W ork 

Work 

Work 

Staff 

Staff 

Offices 

923 

24 

50 

1 

2 

1 

1001 

483 

Shops 

105 

1272 

8 

- 

10 

- 

1395 

916 

Wholesalers 

45 

3 

153 

- 

- 

- 

201 

47 

Catering 

5 

14 

- 

173 

- 

- 

192 

163 

Fuel  Depot 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

2 

2 

- 

1078 

1313 

211 

174 

12 

3 

2791 

1609 

Extent  of  Compliance  with  Sections  of  the  Act  on  Inspection 


Cleanliness  (Sec.  4) 
Overcrowding  (Sec.5) 

Temperature  (Sec.6)_ 

Ventilation  (Sec.7)_ 

Lighting  (Sec.8) 

San.  Convenience  &)  Sufficiency 


Satis- 

factory 

78 


JL 


45 


66 


76 


63 


Washing  facilities. 

(Secs.  9 & 10)  ) Oth. Respect s 

Drinking  & Washing  fab. 

(3ec.11 ) 

Ac cdn. Clothing  ( Sec,  12) 

Sitting  Fac.  (Sec.  13) 

Seats  for  Sedentary) 

Work  (Sec.lif) 

Safety  floors,  steps  & 
staircase  (Sec.l6) 


37 


71 


AT 


75 


61 


Unsatisfactory 
(Notices  Served) 


33 


11 


AT 


4 2 


15 


Notices  Complied 


with 
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(a)  Offices  (contd) 

Satis- 

Unsatisfactory 

Notices  Complied 

factory 

(Notices  Served) 

with 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.17) 

. 3$.  

3 

First  Aid  ( Sec. 24) 

33 

46 

- 

(h)  Shops 
Cleanliness  (Sec.4) 

121 

12 

Overcrowding  (Sec. 5) 

133 

2 

- 

Temperature  (Sec.6) 

58 

72 

- 

Ventilation  (Sec.  7) 

86 

49 

- 

Lighting  (Sec.8) 

122 

13 

- 

San.  Conv.  & Washing  fac. 
Secs.  9 & 10  Sufficiency 

177 

18 

1 

Other  Respects 

58 

77 

- 

Drinking  & Washing  Fac.  (Sec.1l) 

122 

13 

— 

Accdn. Clothing  ( Sec.  12)  (|. 

9.8 

. 37 

- 

Sitting  Fac.  (Sec.1 3) 

120 

9 

' 1 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec.1 4) 

54 

7 

- 

Safety  floors,  eteps  & stair- 
case (Sec.1 6) 

82 

52  . 

1 

~ - - 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.  17) 

64 

13 

. - T_ 

First  Aid  ( Sec. 24-) 

39 

93 

' 1 

(c)  Wholesale  Department  or  Ware 

house 

r r 1 1 ( 

Cleanliness  (Sec.4) 

4 

2 

Overcrowding  (Sec,5) 

5 

1 

- 

Temperature  (Sec.6) 

2 

4 

- 

Ventilation  (Sec. 7) 

5 

1 

- 

Lighting  (Sec.8) 

4 

2 

- 

San.  Conv,  & Washing  fac. 

(Secs.  9 & 10)  - Sufficiency 

4 

2 

Other  Respect 

s 6 

- 

- 

Drinking  & Washing  Fac.  (Sec.1 l) 

3 

2 

- 

Accdn. Clothing  (Sec.1  2) 

4 

2 

- 

Seats  for  Sedentary  ’Work.  (Sec.  1 4) 

! 4 

- 

- 

Safety  floors,  steps  & stair- 
case (Se£.l6) 

) 

) 3 

3 

_ 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.1 7) 

1 

2 

- 

First  Aid  ( Sec. 24) 

2 

4 

- 

(d)  Catering  Establishments  (Pub 

lie) 

Cleanliness  (Sec.4) 

14 

mm 

~ 

Overcrowding  (Sec. 3) 

13 

1 

Temperature  ( Sec . 6) 

6 

8 

- 

Ventilation  (Sec.7) 

u 

3 

- 

Lighting  (Sec.8) 

13 

1 

- 

San.  Conv.A  Washing  fac.(Secs.9 
& 10.  Sufficiency 

10 

4 

. 

Other  respects 

9 

5 

- 

Drinking  & Washing  fac.  (Sec.1l) 

14 

- 

- 

Accdn.  Clothing  (Sec.1 2) 

9 

5 

- 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec.1 4) 

9 

- 

_ 

Safety  floors,  steps  & staircase 
(Sec.1 6)  

9 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.1 7) 

4 ... 



1 

- 

First  Aid  ( Sec. 24) 



11 

- 

ACQffiENTS 


Four  accidents  were  notified 
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SECTION  0. 


HOUSING 


The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  was  as  follows: - 


(i)  Prefabricated  temporary  bungalows 
(ii)  New  Permanent  Houses: - 
(a)  2 bedroom  type 

^ M M 

4 « " 

2 " maisonettes  (Court  Wurtin) 

2 " type  (Court  Wurtin) 


Completed  1,946  - 1 
1 964  ( inclusive) 

143 


9 

364 

21 

8 

2 


Musgrove  Estate 


2 bedroom  type 

^ 1!  tt 

4 " « 


(c) 

Osborne  Road  Estate 
2 bedroom  type 

^ it  tt 

4 " •* 

Aylesford  Green  Estate 


15 


2 bedroom  type 

^ tt  tt 


40 

73 

3 


28 

173 

4 


6 

10 


Beaver  Green  Estate 


(a)  2 bedroom  type 


(b 

(c 


3 

4 


Burton  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

(b)  3 

Repton  Estate 


2 bedroom  type 

^ tt  tt 


( iii)  Flats 

Croft  Road 


(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 


(b 

(o 


1 1 


2 bedroom  type 


Musgrove  Estate 

(a)  Gregory  Flats 

(b)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

(c)  2 bedroom  Easiform  type 


8 

65 

3 


70 

413 

9 


38 

98 


ju 

60 


2 

1 

3 


28 

16 

16 


Ko 


( iii)  Flats  (Contd) 


Flats  (Contd) 
Woolreads  Estate 

12& 

- 1964 
( inclusive) 

( a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

6 

(b)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

6 

(c)  1 " " (Court  Wurtin) 

— 

10 

( d)  2 " " « » 

Osborne  Road  Estate 

2 

(a)  3 bedroom  type 

G-odfrev  Walk 

— 

1 

(a)  Bed-sitting  boom  type 

— 

13 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

- 

27 

(o)  2 " " 

Beaver  Green  Estate 

28 

(a)  Gregory  Flats 

28 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

8 

18 

(c)  2 " " 

27 

33 

(d)  Bed-sitting  room  type 
Aylesford  Green  Estate 

4 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

20 

(b)  1 " ” 

- 

12 

East  Stour  Farm 

- 

8 

Renton  Estate 

- 

48 

Kennington  - 2 bed-room  type 
Old  People' s Bungalows 

1 

1 

(a)  Burton  Estate 

- 

12 

(b)  Beaver  Green  Estate 

(c)  Woolreeds  Estate  (Court  Wurtin) 

2 

16 

2 bedroom  type 
(d)  Waterside 

5 

1 bedroom  type 

(e)  Gladstone  and  Mead  Roads 

— 

6 

1 bedroom  type 

- 

2 

Total  number  of  units  provided  by  the  Council 
Number  provided  by  private  enterprise 
Analysis  of  Applications  for  Council  Houses 

118 

230 

2018 

1584 

Childless  couples 

43 

One  child  families 

92 

Two/Three  child  families 

39 

Four  or  more  child  families 

16 

2i8 

- 25” 


Living  in  Ashford  - Adequately  Housed 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


78 

94 

88 

6 


266 


Living  elsewhere,  working  in  Ashford  - inadequately  housed 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


6 

13 

18 

10 


47 


Living  elsewhere,  wording  in  Ashford  - adequately  housed 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


18 

11 

49 

5 


83 


Applicants  for  bed-sitting  room  flats  of  whom  17  are  householders...  34 
Applicants  for  old  peoples  dwellings  of  whom  73  are  householders  ...  115 

Total  755 


A.  Houses  demolished 
In  Clearance  Areas 

Houses 

Displaced 

1 

1 

during  year  I 

(Housing  Act,  1957). 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families  ! 

(l)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

21 

29 

12  | 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement 

- 

- 

i 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Sect.  43(2) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

■ 

i 

i 

> 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Sect.  17(l)  Housing 
Act  1957 

3 

6 

1 

j 

1 

2 \ 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Number 

j 

(5)  Under  Sec.  16(4),  1 7( 1 ) and  35(l) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

7 

(6)  Under  Sec.  17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

* 

(7)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec.l8, 
Housing  Act,  1957 

2 

C.  Unfit  Houses,  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


(8)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(9)  After  formal  notice  under  - 
^a)  Public  Health  Act 
[oj  Secs.  9 and  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

(10)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957 


By  Owner 
68 


By  Local  Authority 


- 26  - 


Slum  Clearance 


Hempsted  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 

In  the  course  uf  the  year  the  remaining  tenants  were  rehoused  and 
the  Council*  s Contractor  cleared  the  area  to  provide  a temporary  car  park 
pending  comprehensive  redevelopment  of  the  Hempsted  Street  Area. 

Mead  Road  Clearance  Area 

Late  in  the  year  the  Council  declared  a terrace  of  some  nineteem  houses 
in  Mead  Road  to  be  a Clearance  Area  and  applied  to  the  Ministry  for  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

Five  Year  Programme 

The  original  programme  with  small  adjustments,  has  been  adhered  to, 
and  procedures  encountered  minimal  objection  from  those  directly  affected. 

With  the  greater  numbers  of  owner/occupiers  it  has  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  avoid  hardship  in  carrying  out  a programme,  especially  now  that 
the  prices  some  persons  are  prepared  to  pay  for  dwellings,  even  those  ’near 
ripe'  (for  demolition),  are  so  high  as  to  be  unreal.  It,  therefore,  becomes 
all  the  more  necessary  to  plan  as  far  ahead  as  possible  and  to  this  end  the 
Survey  and  grading  of  all  prewar  houses  (undertaken  in  1 9&0)  has  proved 
of  great  value.  Whilst  there  is  likely  always  to  be  some  houses  deteriorating 
so  as  to  require  replacement,  it  is  now  possible  to  see  the  practical 
emphasis  passing  to  the  improvement  of  houses. 

Improvement  of  Houses 

The  improvement  of  houses  continued  to  be  disappointingly  slow. 

Progress  is  hampored  by  the  surfeit  of  work  enjoyed  by  local  Builders.  In 
close  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor' s Department  and  where  possible  by  personal* 
contacts  with  owners,  the  Inspectors  do  what  they  can  to  encourage  the 
improvement  of  properties. 

The  enactment  of  the  Housing  Act  19&4  brings  an  element  of  compulsion 
in  the  improvement  of  houses  either  at  the  request  of  individual  tenants 
or  affecting  areas  or  streets  of  houses  by  the  Council  by  declaration  of 
’Improvement  Areas’.  Records  of  houses  in  Ashford  showed  the  lack  of  fixed 
baths  in  2,234-  dwellings,  hot  water  supply  in  2,738  and  a very  substantial 
number  to  have  only  outside  toilets  - a proportion  of  these  at  the  end  of 
gardens  where  the  privy  closet  used  to  be  located.  Even  accepting  that  the 
enforced  improvement  of  houses  when  against  the  will  of  old  persons  is 
objectionable  and  to  be  avoided,  there  is  left  a great  deal  of  works  of 
improvement  to  be  done,  and  implementation  of  the  19^4  Act  is  no  mean  challenge. 

Multi-let  Dwellings 

The  survey  of  multi-let  houses  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
Council’ s Housing  Manager' s section  co-operated  by  forwarding  information  as  to 
multi-let  houses  which  are  then  made  the  subject  of  detailed  inspection.  By 
working  in  close  liaison,  hardship  falling  on  tenants  (arising  from  insecurity) 
has  been  minimised  and  effective  action  has  been  possible  in  the  control  of 
this  class  of  dwelling.  There  has  been  no  substantial  increase  of  this 
type  of  dwelling  during  the  year  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any 
more  ’direction'  limiting  the  numbers  occupying  multi- let  accommodation. 

SECTION  E. 

1 . Milk  Supplies 


There  are  twenty-four  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district. 
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Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  taken  with  the 
following  result s:- 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 

Satisfactory 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

Sterilised 

3 

- 

Pasteurised 

42 

■ J 

2.  Ice  Cream 

Sampling  was  agin  mainly  concentrated  on  sales  of  loose  ice  cream, 
and  some  samples  from  itinerant  vendors  in  the  evenings  were  obtained. 


Ice  Cream 

G-rade  1 

G-rade  2 

G-rade  3 

G-rade  4 

Totals 

Samples  of  ’loose' 

34 

14 

4 

1 

53 

Samples  of  wrapped 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Total 

37 

15 

4 

1 

57 

Some  101  premises,  mostly  general  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream.  In  addition,  ice  cream  is  retailed  by  catering  establishments 
of  all  sorts,  from  theatres,  clubs  schools  and  from  the  vehicles  of  itinerant 
venders  without  the  need  to  register.  It  is  most  exceptional  for  an  ice 
cream  sold  pre-packed  from  the  type  of  premises  that  have  to  be  registered 
to  fail  to  reach  the  standard  of  hygienic  quality  desired.  Sampling 
has  therefore  been  directed  to  sales  of  'loose’  ice  cream  and  itinerant 
vendors  were  sampled  during  the  summer  months  during  the  evenings  • 


3»  Meat  and  Foods 


In  the  course  of  the  year  there  were  definite  indications  which  fall 
short  of  actual  proof,  that  there  is  a pernicious  sales  promoting  practice 
dubbed  ' sale  or  return’ , usually  operated  against  manufacturers  instructions, 
whereby  a commission  agent  provides  perishable  goods  such  as  meat  pies 
to  a shopkeeper  on  the  understanding  that  unsold  goods  will  be  collected 
and  not  charged  for.  "Where  done  by  the  firms  the  usual  practice  is  for  the 
goods  to  be  broken  (or  otherwise  rendered  unsaleable)  when  collected  from 


the  retail  outlet  and  there  can  be  no 
other  case  the  passing  on  to  the  next 
foods  is  a dangerous  practice  and  one 
against. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered 


lbs. 

Brisket  4 

Beef  or  Veal  Loaf  104:| 

Beef  64- 

Chicken  21 

Corned  Beef 

Cheese  401- 

Cream  5- 

Dried  Fruit  4 

Fruit  2375g 

Fish  40 

Fish  Cakes  7-4 

Fruit  Juice  93951 

Ham  384 

Jam  111 

Kidney  33 

Luncheon  Meat  182^: 

Meat  and  Vegetables  83^ 


Total  weight  rejected  as  unfit 


hygienic  objection  to  this.  In  any 
customer  of  already  stale  perishable 
any  shopkeeper  should  be  on  the  guard 


lbs. 


Miscellaneous 

21  i 

Macaroni 

1 

Mutton 

286 

Puddings 

5 

Paste 

2577 

Pork 

Prunes 

Pies 

119? 

25$ 

2 

Rabbit 

60 

Rice 

2li 

Sausages 

20 

Sweets 

10 

Stewed  Steak 

8 

Spaghetti 

Tinned  Milk  : 

52! 

Tea  and  Coffee 

10 

Tomatoes 

24 5g 

Vegetables 

256 

Tongue 

29 

7 tons  9 cwts.  3 Qtrs. 

9 lbs. 
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Rejected  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse,  unfit  bacon  and  butchers  meat 
is  slashed  and  soaked  with  green  aniline  dye  after  which  it  is  removed  for 
the  manufacture  of  by-products  in  another  part  =of  the  county.  Other  food- 
stuffs, comprising  mainly  unsound  tinned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  dumping 
under  refuse  at  the  Council*  s refuse  dump. 

Ashford  has  become  a very  important  provisions  distribution  centre  for 
the  South  East.  This  accounts  forthe  rather  high  figure  of  certain  unsound 
foods  appearing  in  the  preceding  table. 

All  poultry  is  regularly  inspected  at  the  local  market  auctions 
normally  held  twice  weekly.  During  the  year  poult c y and  3,789 

rabbits  were  examined  of  which  88  poultry  and  30  rabbits  were  rejected. 

A*  Food  Hygiene 

Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  and  on-the-spot  correction  of 
food  unhygienic  practices  are  very  necessary  and  more  of  this  work 
should  be  done.  The  following  list  indicates  improvements  affected  on 
food  premises  by  informal  notifications  to  occupiers. 


Wounds  exposed,  warnings  given  1 

Smoking,  warnings  given  7 

Clothes  storage,  made  satisfactory  ...  ...  6 

First  Aid,  outfits  provided  ...  ...  6 

Hand  washing  facilities,  improved  6 

Hand  washing  labels,  provided  16 

Washing  up  facilities  improved  7 

Cleanliness,  generally  improved  23 

Wall,  floor  and  ceiling  finishes  improved  34 

Lighting  made  adequate  ...  ...  2 

Preparation  tops  made  hygienic  3 

Ventilation  improved  4 

Equipment  - cleanliness  made  satisfactory  6 

Exposed  foods,  protection  improved  8 

Temperature  control  of  foods,  warnings  8 

Storage  f ood , improved  ...  ...  'i  1 

Storage, wrapping  paper  and  empties  improved  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  improvements  22 


There  are  some  36  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  meat  produc 
(mainly  sausages). 

Food  hygiene  consciousness  received  an  (unwanted)  awakening  by  the 
typhoid  outbreak  in  June.  Some  159  visits  made  to  food  premises  immediately 
on  receipt  of  notification  of  possible  hazard  resulted  in  the  recovery  of 
156  tins  of  the  suspected  food  (eight  of  them  opened).  The  opportunity 
for  hygiene  propaganda  was  taken  and  a suitable  letter  emphasising  the  need 
to  wash  hands  circulated  to  all  food  establishments  in  the  area.  The  need  f 
care  in  this  connection  increases  every  year  as  more  and  more  persons  take 
holidays  in  countries  Where  enteric  diseases  are  indigenous  - and  Ashford 
lies  on  an  important  continental  holiday  route. 

Prosecution 

A man  employed  on  a fruit  and  vegetable  stall  at  Ashford  Market  was 
fined  £15  for  smoking  whilst  handling  open  food  and  his  employer  £20  for 
not  taking  all  reasonable  steps  to  ensure  that  the  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
observed  by  his  employee  in  a case  heard  before  the  Local  Magistrates. 

A firm  of  bakers  were  fined  a total  of  £50  on  two  counts  connected  with 
the  sale  and  the  exposure  of  unsound  Cornish  Pasties  and  a third  offence 
alleging  the  sale  of  mouldy  fruit  pies  was  not  proven. 

Another  Bakery  concern  were  prosecuted  for  selling  a loaf  of  bread 
containing  mice  droppings  and  were  fined  £10. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


| 

I 

Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

C alve  s 

Sheep 
....  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

567 

140 

72 

3445 

4368 

- 

56 7 

140 

72 

3445 

4368 

1 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

8 

10 

92 

62 

1 

266 

475 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

16.4 

44-3 

2.8 

8.0 

4»  8 

Tuberculosis  onlv 

... 

>>hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

i 

- 

o.  64 

Cyst icercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ' 

- 

- 

- 

— 

j dumber  of  Slaughterhouses  in  use 

| Slaughterhouse s/Abattoirs  in 
I operation  or  leased  by  Local- 
Authority 

One 


Private 

Slaughter-house  s 
Licensed  Operating 

None  None 


Bacon 

Factories 


None 


Knackers 

Yards 


None 


Beal  progress  in  the  field  of  public  health  service  to  Ashford  was 
achieved  with  the  opening  of  Ashford  Abattoir  in  the  early  Spring  concomitant 
with  the  final  closure  of  private  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  town. 

The  new  Abattoir  located  near  the  cattle  market  designed  to  meet  the  needs 
of  an  expanding  Ashford,  provides  a food  premises  in  which  it  is  easy  to 
maintain  good  standards  of  cleanliness  and  also  minimize  suffering.  It  is  worth 
recording  that  the  response  of  the  men  employed  in  this  work  has  been  excell  ant, 
commensurate  with  the  improvement  of  the  environment  in  which  they  now  operate. 

The  Abattoir  is  run  by  a private  slaughtering  company  formed  by  local  butchers 
under  an  agreement  with  the  Council  who  own  the  premises. 


*1 


